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Introduction 
 

International ballet superstar Carlos Acosta launched his brand new company Acosta Danza 

to the world in 2017. Under Carlos’ Artistic Directorship, Acosta Danza is based in Havana 

and features a mixture of the finest ballet and contemporary dancers Cuba has to offer. As a 

further enhancement to this tremendous new creative venture, Carlos will also be making a 

guest appearance in the company’s new programme for its inaugural season in 2017/18.  

 

Launching at a time when Cuba is opening up to the world, Acosta Danza shines a light on 

the vibrancy and richness of Cuban culture and its artists. The Company’s repertoire will 
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include existing and new work by Cuban choreographers, as well as works by world-

renowned dance-makers who will make pieces inspired by this incredible country. 

 

Crediting 
 

The full credits for the production are: 

 

Sadler’s Wells and Valid Productions present 

Acosta Danza 

Debut 
 

Co-produced with The Movement, Festspielhaus St Pölten and New York City Center 

 

 

Brochure copy 
 

Produced by Sadler’s Wells and Valid Productions 

Acosta Danza 

Debut 

 

Following an exceptional career as a ballet star, international dance icon Carlos Acosta has 

launched his brand new company, Acosta Danza. 

 

Based in Havana, the company is made up of the best dancers Cuba has to offer who have 

trained in both ballet and contemporary dance styles. They will perform new and existing 

pieces by Cuban choreographers who have rarely been seen outside the country, and 

commission new pieces from international choreographers who will take inspiration from 

their iconic nation. 

 

For this UK tour, in which Acosta himself makes a guest appearance, they will perform works 

by Cuban choreographer Marianela Boán, UK-based Jorge Crecis, Spanish dance-maker 

Goyo Montero, New York City Ballet resident choreographer Justin Peck and Sadler’s Wells 

Associate Artist Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui. 

 

Co-produced with The Movement, Festspielhaus St Pölten and New York City Center. 
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Target Audience 
 

- Contemporary dance fans, dancers, dance students and dance professionals (e.g. 

teachers). 

- Classical ballet fans. 

- Fans of Carlos Acosta. 

- Regular dance attenders. Crossover with Danza Contemporanea de Cuba, Rambert, 

Matthew Bourne, Northern Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet, Alvin Ailey, Richard 

Alston, Scottish Ballet. 

- Dance curious. Those who have attended shows like Sampled, Jasmin Vardimon or 

street dance like ZooNation or Boy Blue. 

- Culture curious. Fans of exotic destinations like Cuba or South America. 

- Latin Americans or Spanish speakers. 

 

Audience Agency show stats analysis 

 

Audience Spectrum breakdown from Acosta Danza at The Lowry, Mayflower Southampton 

and Birmingham Hippodrome 

 

Segment % 

Commuterland Culturebuffs 33.75 

Dormitory Dependables 20.94 

Home & Heritage 12.54 

Experience Seekers 9.55 

Trips & Treats 8.57 

Up Our Street 4.93 

Metroculturals 3.83 

Kaleidoscope Creativity 2.33 

Facebook Families 2.05 

Heydays 1.51 

 

For more info on Audience Spectrum, see the Audience Agency website: 

https://www.theaudienceagency.org/audience-spectrum/profiles  

 

 

Selling Points 
 

About the Company 

- Based in Havana, all the dancers in the company are authentically Cuban. 

- The dancers have been handpicked by Carlos and are some of the best in the 

country. 

- They have been trained at the best schools in Cuba. 

 

About Carlos Acosta 

- He is a world famous ballet dancer from Cuba 

- He was at the Royal Ballet until 2015 

- He has written two books: One is an autobiography and the other is a novel called 

Pigs Foot. 

- He was born in Havana and is passionate about promoting his country’s culture. 
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- He is building a dance academy in Cuba on the site of the old school of ballet which 

was commissioned by Fidel Castro in 1961 but never completed. More info here: 

http://carlosacostafoundation.org/?page_id=235   

 

About the pieces 

 

El Cruce Sobre El Niágara (The Crossing over Niagara) – Marianela Boán 

- A duet for two male dancers wearing not very much! 

- Marianela Boán is a Cuban choreographer whose work is rarely seen outside of 

Cuba.  

- She danced and choreographed for Danza Contemporanea de Cuba for 15 years. 

- The piece was created in 1987 using Peruvian dramaturg Alonso Alegria’s 1969 

written work of the same name. 

 

Imponderable – Goyo Montero 

- This is a new work for 12 dancers inspired by the work of pre-eminent Cuban folk 

musician Silvio Rodriguez who is colloquially known as the Cuban John Lennon. 

- The score will be created from selected works in Rodriguez oeuvre, deconstructed 

and rearranged by Owen Belton, who composes regularly for Crystal Pite, National 

Ballet of Canada, Nederlands Dans Theater and Ballet BC. 

- Goyo is an award-winning Spanish choreographer who studied dance at the national 

ballet school in Cuba.  

 

Belles-Lettres – Justin Peck 

- Belles-Lettres is a work for 9 dancers, performed mostly on pointe. 

- The piece was originally made for the New York City Ballet. 

- Justin Peck is a soloist and resident choreographer of New York City Ballet 

- Belles-Lettres is one of Peck’s most amorous ballets, replete with swooning pas de 

deux that build into an emotional climax. 

 

Twelve – Jorge Crecis 

- Twelve is an piece for 12 dancers. 

- It was originally called 36 and was first performed at the Royal Opera House. 

- The piece is very athletic and sees the dances throwing bottles of water at each 

other, ensuring they don’t touch the ground. 

- Jorge Crecis is a UK-based choreographer and current associate artist at Déda in 

Derby. 

 

Mermaid – Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 

- Larbi has created a duet for Carlos Acosta and one female dancer. 

- The female dancer will perform on pointe. 

- Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui is a Sadler’s Wells Associate Artist and known for his 

contemporary dance collaborations with other cultures and styles including Sutra 

(with monks from the Shaolin Temple), milonga (with tango dancers from Argentina), 

Dunas (with a flamenco dancer) and zero degrees (with kathak dancer Akram Khan). 

- Larbi choreographed Beyonce’s 2017 Grammys performance. 

- The female dancer’s red dress was designed by fashion designer Hussein Chalayan. 

- The music is by Korean composer Woojae Park 
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Sample Direct Mail 

 

Dear Friends, 

  

I am delighted to present my new company Acosta Danza, in the UK. The programme I have 

selected for you will showcase the virtuosic talent of my dancers, as well as a diverse range 

of styles from the choreographers I have chosen. 

  

Debut begins with a piece from my home nation. Marianela Boán is a well-respected dancer 

and choreographer from Cuba whose work is rarely seen outside of Havana. In this duet 

Marianela brings us a tale of two men who decide to cross the Niagara Falls together. It is a 

test of physicality and concentration resulting in a work that is minimalistic in every way and 

utterly hypnotic.  By contrast, Belles-Lettres by New York City Ballet resident choreographer 

Justin Peck, is an emotional and tender work for 9 dancers who show their artistry through 

pointe work, lifts and lyrical movement.  

  

Jorge Crecis’ Twelve is an energetic piece, readapted for my company from the original 

version which was performed at the Royal Opera House. This piece adds to the eclecticism 

that hopefully Acosta Danza will be known for. Bottles of bright liquid are thrown in the air, 

forcing the dancers to think on their feet, forming patterns and shapes as the bottles change 

hands. 

  

Finally, I have commissioned two new works from choreographers I greatly admire. Spanish-

born Goyo Montero has created Imponderable, a work for 12 dancers inspired by the work of 

legendary folk musician Silvio Rodriguez, who is known in my country as the Cuban John 

Lennon. The music has been deconstructed and rearranged by Owen Belton, who has 

created music for companies such as Ballet British Colombia, Nederlands Dans Theatre and 

Crystal Pite’s Kidd Pivot. The second new commission is by Flemish-Moroccan 

choreographer Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, a great artist renowned for his cross-cultural 

collaborations. This duet will be performed by myself and the talented Marta Ortega.  

  

I am really looking forward to bringing my company to <venue> for the first time and hope to 

see you there. 

  

With best wishes, 

  

Carlos Acosta 
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Social Media 

 

Follow Acosta Danza 

Facebook /acostadanza 

Twitter @acostadanza 

 

Follow Carlos Acosta 

Facebook /CarlosAcostaOfficial 

Twitter @CAcostaOfficial 

Instagram @cacostaofficial 

 

Websites: 

www.acostadanza.com 

www.carlosacosta.com  

 

YouTube  

Interview with Carlos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSnA3BFv8P0&t=26s  

 

Social ad targeting keywords – feel free to add your own 

 

Classical Ballet 

Carlos Acosta 

Ballet 

New York City Ballet 

Ballet Nacional de Cuba 

National Ballet of Cuba 

Alicia Alonso 

The Royal Ballet 

American Ballet Theatre 

National Ballet of Canada 

Justin Peck 

Natalia Osipova 

Sergei Polunin 

Royal Opera House 

Covent Garden 

English National Ballet 

Northern Ballet 

Birmingham Royal Ballet 

En pointe 

Tamara Rojo 

Contemporary Dance 

Danza Contemporanea de Cuba 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 

Akram Khan 

Russell Maliphant 

Rambert 

Richard Alston 

Jorge Crecis 

Goyo Montero 

Crystal Pite 

Grand Teatro de la Habana Alicia Alonso 

Zenaida Yanowski 

Carlos Acosta Foundation 

Scottish Ballet 

Ballet Black 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 

Ballet British Colombia 

Nederlands Dans Theatre 

Kidd Pivot 

Marta Ortega 

Cuban Dance 

Cuban Ballet
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Press Quotes 
 

**** “Beg, borrow or steal a ticket for Acosta’s exhilarating Cuban trip. A striking show” Evening 

Standard 

 

https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/arts/acosta-danza-debut-dance-review-beg-borrow-or-steal-

a-ticket-for-acosta-s-exhilarating-cuban-trip-a3646581.html  

 

**** “This is an impressive Debut indeed” Culture Whisper 

 

https://www.culturewhisper.com/r/dance/acosta_danza_at_sadlers/8804  

 

**** Acosta’s new company balances Cuban roots with a sense of adventure” Independent 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/theatre-dance/reviews/debut-acosta-danza-

sadler-s-wells-london-review-a-new-company-launched-with-energy-and-panache-

a7973691.html  

 

“Eccentric and energetic debut by an immensely likeable new company” Telegraph 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/dance/what-to-see/eccentric-energetic-debut-immensely-likable-new-

company-acosta/  

 

“The programme of five ballets stretches the dancers to the limit of their abilities, it gives us a 

good idea of their potential” The Observer 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2017/oct/01/acosta-danza-debut-review-sadlers-wells-carlos-

acosta  

 

“The line-up of dancers is versatile and very impressive indeed” The Times 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/dance-review-acosta-danza-at-sadlers-wells-97lv6lcgh  

 

“Its 14 dancers have already gelled into a bright, formidable force” The Guardian 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2017/sep/29/carlos-acosta-danza-review-debut-sadlers-wells  

 

“Acosta has assembled some very fine dancers” The Stage 

 

https://www.thestage.co.uk/reviews/2017/acosta-danza-debut-review-sadlers-wells-london-

promising-start/  
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Sample press release 
 

 

 

Sadler’s Wells and Valid Productions present 
Acosta Danza 
NAME OF PROGRAMME 
VENUE 
DATES 
 
Acosta Danza, the dance company founded by acclaimed Cuban dancer Carlos Acosta, presents 
NAME OF PROGRAMME at VENUE from DATES. 
 
The company received critical and audience acclaim at its UK premiere at Sadler's Wells in 
Autumn 2016. 
 
Carlos Acosta is an internationally acclaimed star of the ballet world who set up Acosta Danza in 
Havana after retiring from The Royal Ballet in 2015. Under his artistic directorship, Acosta Danza 
features a mixture of the finest ballet and contemporary dancers Cuba has to offer and highlights 
the vibrancy and richness of Cuban culture and its artists. The company is an International 
Associate Company of Sadler’s Wells, and the tour is co-produced by Sadler’s Wells and Valid 
Productions. 
 
DETAILS OF PROGRAMME 
 
COMMENTS FROM VENUE’S ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CARLOS ACOSTA 
 
Produced by Sadler’s Wells and Valid Productions 
 
A co-production with The Movement and Festspielhaus St Pölten 
 
The new commissions in Debut are produced as part of The Movement, a dance producing 
partnership between Birmingham Hippodrome, The Lowry and Sadler’s Wells. Supported by Arts 
Council England, The Movement aims to nurture talent and bring large scale dance productions 
to even wider audiences 
 
Acosta Danza is a Sadler’s Wells International Associate Company 
 
Press night: DATE 
 
PRESS OFFICE CONTACT DETAILS 
 
 
LISTINGS INFORMATION 
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Notes to Editors 
 
 
ABOUT CARLOS ACOSTA 
Acosta trained at the National Ballet School of Cuba and won the Gold Medal at the Prix de Lausanne 
(1990). He was a principal with English National Ballet (1991–2), danced with National Ballet of Cuba 
under Alicia Alonso (1992–3) and was a principal with Houston Ballet under Ben Stevenson (1993–8). 
He joined The Royal Ballet in 1998 and became a Principal Guest Artist in 2003. Acosta has 
frequently appeared worldwide with companies including American Ballet Theatre, Paris Opera Ballet, 
Kirov, Bolshoi and Australian Ballet. 
 
Acosta’s past productions have played to sell-out audiences and have been lauded by critics and 
audiences alike. He was awarded the CBE in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List in 2014 for his 
services to ballet and is passionate about nurturing and inspiring the next generation of dancers 
through the Carlos Acosta International Dance Foundation. The award marked the end of a 
remarkable year which had seen him stage a new production of Don Quixote at the Royal Opera 
House, release his debut novel Pig’s Foot, which was subsequently named as one of the 
Waterstone’s Eleven, an annual list of some of the most promising debut novels.  
 
Acosta choreographed Chichester Festival Theatre’s production of Guys and Dolls in 2015. The show 
transferred to the West End and Acosta was nominated for an Olivier Award for Best Theatre 
Choreographer. At the National Dance Awards 2015 Acosta was awarded the De Valois Award for 
Lifetime Achievement.  
 
For his final Royal Ballet season Acosta choreographed and took the lead role in Carmen which ran at 
the Royal Opera House from October to November 2015, marking his farewell to the company after 
17 years.  
 
 
ABOUT SADLER’S WELLS 
Sadler's Wells is a world-leading dance house, committed to producing, commissioning and 
presenting new works and to bringing the best international and UK dance to London and worldwide 
audiences. Under the Artistic Directorship of Alistair Spalding, the theatre’s acclaimed year-round 
programme spans dance of every kind, from contemporary to flamenco, Bollywood to ballet, salsa to 
street dance and tango to tap.  
  
Since 2005, it has helped to bring over 130 new dance works to the stage and its award-winning 
commissions and collaborative productions regularly tour internationally. Sadler’s Wells supports 16 
Associate Artists, three Resident Companies, an Associate Company and two International Associate 
Companies. It also nurtures the next generation of talent through research and development, running 
the National Youth Dance Company and a range of programmes including Wild Card, New Wave 
Associates, Open Art Surgery and Summer University. 
  
Located in Islington, north London, the current theatre is the sixth to have stood on the site since it 
was first built by Richard Sadler in 1683. The venue has played an illustrious role in the history of 
theatre ever since, with The Royal Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet and English National Opera all 
having started at Sadler’s Wells. Sadler’s Wells is an Arts Council National Portfolio Organisation and 
currently receives approximately 9% its revenue from Arts Council England.  
 
 
ABOUT VALID PRODUCTIONS 
Valid Productions has been a promoter of the performing arts in the UK and Europe since 2009. It has 
always worked closely with Carlos Acosta and was the co-producer of his Classical Farewell Tour 
throughout the UK and the rest of the world in 2016. 
 
CHOREOGRAPHER BIOGRAPHIES 
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Press strategy 
 

Carlos Acosta is a key interviewee. As well as being the company’s founder and artistic 

director he is a world renowned dancer who has had a hugely successful career. 

 

Acosta Danza is an International Associate company of Sadler’s Wells. 

 

A syndicated interview with Carlos could be prepared, but he is also happy to do some 

selected interviews with key press. Please prioritise one main interview, and if at all possible 

we will try to schedule more than that if needed. 

 

Other interviewees include the dancers, who are all from Cuba, and the choreographers who 

can talk about creating work for / working with the company. 

 

 

Acosta Danza UK Coverage document 

 

Major Print Coverage: 

 Red Magazine 

 You Magazine 

 The Stage 

 Evening Standard feature  

 The Telegraph major arts feature 

 

Major Broadcast Coverage: 

 Front Row on Radio 4 

 Front Row on TV 

 In Tune Radio 3 

 

Reviews: 

https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/arts/acosta-danza-debut-dance-review-beg-borrow-or-steal-

a-ticket-for-acosta-s-exhilarating-cuban-trip-a3646581.html 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/theatre-dance/reviews/debut-acosta-danza-

sadler-s-wells-london-review-a-new-company-launched-with-energy-and-panache-a7973691.html 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/dance-review-acosta-danza-at-sadlers-wells-97lv6lcgh 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2017/sep/29/carlos-acosta-danza-review-debut-sadlers-wells 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/dance/what-to-see/eccentric-energetic-debut-immensely-likable-new-

company-acosta/ 
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https://www.thestage.co.uk/reviews/2017/acosta-danza-debut-review-sadlers-wells-london-

promising-start/ 

https://www.ft.com/content/507ef89e-a4f7-11e7-9e4f-7f5e6a7c98a2 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2017/oct/01/acosta-danza-debut-review-sadlers-wells-carlos-

acosta 

http://www.britishtheatreguide.info/reviews/debut-sadler-s-wells-15034 

http://derstandard.at/2000065045483/Carlos-Acosta-Die-Nixe-tanzt-bis-die-Wasserflaschen-fliegen 

http://www.newsdeutschland.com/n/Kultur/75ee8d2a4/Tanz-Carlos-Acosta-Die-Nixe-tanzt-bis.htm 

https://vintim.org/2017/10/01/a-glimpse-of-cuba/ 

http://exeuntmagazine.com/reviews/review-acosta-danza-debut-sadlers-wells/ 

http://www.dancelink.co.uk/acosta-danza-debut-the-kaleidoscopic-dream-of-a-ballet-superstar/ 

http://www.cuba.cu/cultura/2017-10-02/acosta-danza-conquista-a-la-critica-en-reino-unido/38232 

http://www.morningstaronline.co.uk/a-d936-Acosta-brilliance-breaks-boundaries#.WdX_01tSyUk 

http://www.maturetimes.co.uk/tag/sadlers-wells-theatre/ 

https://www.dancing-times.co.uk/new-chapter-cuban-dance/ 

 

Broadcast: 

Radio 4’s Front Row.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b095ptq7 

Front Row’s new TV programme on BBC2  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b097rt6j 

 

Print/ online: 

Telegraph feature http://www.telegraph.co.uk/dance/ballet/carlos-acosta-interview-had-greatest-

dancer-otherwise-do/ 

Standard feature http://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/arts/carlos-acosta-interview-i-don-t-have-to-

compete-with-myself-any-more-a3590526.html 

Red feature http://www.redonline.co.uk/carlos-acosta-interview  

You magazine http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/you/article-4929002/Dancer-Carlos-Acosta-

intimate-dinner.html 

The Stage https://www.thestage.co.uk/features/interviews/2017/carlos-acosta-people-see-mirror-

reflects/?utm_content=buffera720c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaig

n=buffer 
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http://www.britishtheatreguide.info/reviews/debut-sadler-s-wells-15034
http://derstandard.at/2000065045483/Carlos-Acosta-Die-Nixe-tanzt-bis-die-Wasserflaschen-fliegen
http://www.newsdeutschland.com/n/Kultur/75ee8d2a4/Tanz-Carlos-Acosta-Die-Nixe-tanzt-bis.htm
https://vintim.org/2017/10/01/a-glimpse-of-cuba/
http://exeuntmagazine.com/reviews/review-acosta-danza-debut-sadlers-wells/
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Announcement coverage and season previews: 

https://londonist.com/london/theatre-and-arts/energise-your-autumn-with-london-dance  

https://www.culturewhisper.com/r/article/five_dance_shows_september/10060  

http://blog.dancedirect.com/2016/11/15/acosta-danza/  

http://us8.campaign-

archive1.com/?u=f318368ebdfddbba0151e5291&id=51032e5cab&e=de649f081d 

http://www.culturewhisper.com/r/dance/acosta_danza_at_sadlers/8804 

http://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/sadlers-wells-autumn-2017-season-carlos-

acosta_43423.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=24apr2017 

http://www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk/news/latest-news/article/item390323/sadlers-wells-sets-

out-autumn-winter-season/ 

http://www.broadwayworld.com/uk-regional/article/Sadlers-Wells-Announces-AutumnWinter-

2017-Season-20170424 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/wayne-mcgregor-create-show-based-101933360.html 

http://uk.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/2215818/acosta-danza-at-sadlers-wells-london 

http://uk.blastingnews.com/entertainment/2017/05/bbc-film-set-to-produce-a-biopic-on-carlos-

acosta-001713319.html 

http://www.kcwtoday.co.uk/2017/05/carlos-acostas-sadlers-wells/ 

http://www.dancemagazine.com/season-preview-2017-2476279985.html 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/uk-regional/article/Photo-Coverage-Carlos-Acosta-Launches-

Ascosta-Danza-Dance-Company-20170928 

 

UK Tour 

Salford 

http://www.itv.com/news/granada/update/2017-10-13/ballet-star-launches-new-company-with-

salford-show/ 

http://www.thereviewshub.com/acosta-danza-debut-the-lowry-salford/ 

 

Birmingham 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05hkg84  (37m 20 secs) 

https://www.weekendnotes.co.uk/acosta-danza-carlos-acosta-birmingham-hippodrome/144797/ 

http://www.redbrick.me/culture/review-acosta-danza-hippodrome/ 
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Brighton 

https://thelatest.co.uk/brighton/2017/10/23/stage-dance-dance-dance/ 

 

Southampton 

http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/leisure/stage/stagenews/15607178.SOUTHAMPTON_SHOWS_IN_UK_L

AUNCH_OF_CARLOS_ACOSTA___S_NEW_DANCE_COMPANY/?ref=rss 

 

Edinburgh 

https://www.list.co.uk/article/97319-carlos-acosta-i-was-keen-to-go-back-to-cuba-and-give-

everything-i-could-to-help-my-country/ 

Interview on Janice Forsythe show: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09dh9qf 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/arts_ents/15641335.Even_hurricanes_can__39_t_stop_ballet_outs

ider_Carlos_Acosta_bringing_hope_to_Cuba/ 

 

Norwich 

http://www.edp24.co.uk/going-out/norwich-theatre-royal-announces-best-ever-financial-year-and-

ambitious-plans-to-diversify-its-programme-1-5273982  

 

 

Tour dates 
 

Date Venue 

27 – 30 Sep 2017 Sadler’s Wells, London 

3 Oct 2017 International Tanzwochen in Neuss (Dusseldorf) 

7 Oct 2017 Festspielhaus St Pölten 

12 – 14 Oct 2017 The Lowry, Salford 

18 – 21 Oct 2017 Birmingham Hippodrome 

23 & 24 Oct 2017 Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 

26 & 27 Oct 2017 Brighton Dome 

6 & 7 Nov 2017 Is Sanat, Istanbul 

10 & 11 Nov 2017 Edinburgh Festival Theatre 

25 – 27 Apr 2018 New York City Center 

31 May & 1 Jun 18 Theatre Royal Norwich 

 

 

Box Office Information Sheet 
 

Runnning Times: 2 hours 10 minutes (including one 20 minute interval) 

Special effects: Some haze and strobe effects. 
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Nudity: The dancers in El Cruce wear flesh coloured thongs. 

 

FAQs 

 

Will Carlos Acosta be performing in the show? 

Yes. Carlos will perform one duet with Marta Ortega. Mermaid is a new work created by Sidi 

Larbi Cherkaoui especially for Carlos and Marta. 

 

Who else will perform in the show? 

The company dancers are from Carlos Acosta’s new company who are based in Havana, 

Cuba. 

 

Who are the choreographers? 

Marianela Boán is a Havana based choreographer whose work is rarely seen outside of 

Cuba. 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui is a Flemish/Morrocan choreographer. He is an Associate Artist at 

Sadler’s Wells and Artistic Director at the Royal Ballet of Flanders. In 2017, he 

choreographed Beyonce’s Grammy performance. 

Jorge Crecis is an associate artist at Déda in Derby and originally comes from Spain.  

Goyo Montero is a Spanish dance-maker who has worked with companies all over the world. 

Justin Peck is a dancer and associate choreographer at the New York City Ballet. 

 

What are the names of the pieces that will be performed? 

Marianela Boán: El Cruce Sobre El Niágara (The Crossing Over Niagara).  

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui: Mermaid.  

Jorge Crecis: Twelve.  

Goyo Montero: Imponderable.  

Justin Peck: Belles-Lettres.  

 

Biogs 
 

Carlos Acosta 

Artistic Director, Choreographer and Dancer 

 

“Carlos Acosta is the great male ballet dancer of his generation, a virtuoso performer who 

could – from the moment we first saw him as a gauche 18 year old – soar across the stage as 

if suspended from the sky.” Sarah Crompton, Daily Telegraph 

 

Carlos Acosta, for many years a leading light of The Royal Ballet and an international star, is 

a trailblazer of the dance world. Renowned for his extraordinary prowess and charisma on 

stage, he is a ballet hero of our times and an inspiration to the next generation of dancers – 

from Carlos Acosta at The Royal Ballet  

 

Born in Havana in 1973, Carlos grew up as the eleventh child of an impoverished family in 

one of Cuba’s poorest districts.  His energy and drive to succeed ultimately led him to train at 

the National Ballet School of Cuba There he was taught by many of its most influential 

teachers, including Ramona de Sáa. From 1989 to 1991 Carlos performed throughout the 

world, guesting with several leading companies. 
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In 1990 he won the Gold Medal at the Prix de Lausanne, the Grand Prix at the 4th biennial 

Concours International de Danse de Paris, Vignale Danza Prize in Italy and Frédéric Chopin 

Prize, awarded by the Polish Artistic Corporation. Following that, upon the invitation of Ivan 

Nagy, Carlos was invited to dance as a principal with the English National Ballet in London 

during their 1991/92 season. He made his debut in the Polovtsian Dances from Prince Igor. In 

1991 he won the Prize for Merit in the Young Talent Competition, Positano, in Italy, the Italian 

Osimodanza Prize and the Grand Prix at Cuba's prestigious Union of Writers and Artists 

(UNEAC) competition. 

 

Carlos then danced with the National Ballet of Cuba during 1992/93 under Alicia Alonso. In 

October 1993 and September 1994 he toured with the company to Madrid, Spain. At this time 

he was invited by Ben Stevenson to dance as Principal with the Houston Ballet between 1993 

and 1998. Here he made his American stage debut as the Prince in The Nutcracker. He won 

the Dance Fellowship from the Princess Grace Foundation, United States in 1995. 

 

Carlos joined The Royal Ballet under the direction of Anthony Dowell in 1998 before changing 

his title to Principal Guest Artist in 2003. Over the years he has performed in many highly 

acclaimed ballets and successfully choreographed his first full-length work Don Quixote for 

the company. He remains in the company today. 

 

Carlos has performed as Guest Principal Artist with all the leading ballet companies around 

the world. In the 2002 he joined the American Ballet Theatre during the company's 

Metropolitan Opera House summer season. 

 

Carlos also performed Basilio in Nureyev's version of Don Quixote in 2005, as well as Solor 

in Nureyev's La Bayadère, with the Paris Opera Ballet in 2006. He won critical acclaim in 

Moscow and London in 2007 for the role of Spartacus, which he performed with the Bolshoi 

Ballet. The production was re-staged and filmed in January 2008 in the Paris Opera's Palais 

Garnier, especially for Carlos. 

 

He has written and choreographed his own semi-autobiographical show, Tocororo. The show 

was created in Havana in 2002/3 and premiered in Cuba at the Sala Garcia Lorca in 2003. 

Tocororo subsequently broke all box office records at Sadler’s Wells Theatre in London and 

was nominated for an Olivier award in 2004. 

 

In 2006 Carlos received the Doctor of Letters Honoris Causa by the London Metropolitan 

University. In 2007 he won a coveted Outstanding Achievement in Dance award at the 

Laurence Olivier Awards for his 2006 programme entitled ‘Carlos Acosta and friends of The 

Royal Ballet’, first staged at Sadler’s Wells.  

 

He has enjoyed a flourishing career as an international guest artist, appearing In the United 

States, Russia, Australia, the Netherlands, Chile, Argentina, Greece, Japan, Italy, Germany 

and France. 

He continues to develop and produce his own hugely popular and award-winning shows in 

London and throughout Europe, including both classical and more contemporary repertoire 

with guest artists from the Royal Ballet and often championing relatively unknown 

choreographers from his native Cuba in the process. This year Carlos has toured in the UK 

showcasing new choreography by some of the world’s leading makers and currently 

performing in Cubania, a Latin-flavoured mixed programme of dance inspired by his 
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homeland. Carlos is also currently choreographing a much awaited new production of Carmen 

for the Royal Ballet Company which will run later this year.  

 

Carlos has also been involved in a number of feature films. 2004 saw the world première of 

Dance Cuba: Dreams of Flight, a film by Cynthia Newport featuring Carlos and other former 

members of the National Ballet of Cuba, which took place at the Miami International Film 

Festival. This was followed by New York, I Love You in 2008 and his first principal acting role 

in Day of the Flowers in 2012. 

His autobiography No Way Home was published in October 2007 by Harper Collins in the UK 

and Scribner in the USA, and a feature film based on his life story is currently in development.   

In the 2014 New Year’s Honours List Carlos was awarded the CBE, capping the end of a 

remarkable year which had seen him stage a new production of Don Quixote at the ROH, 

releasing his debut fiction novel, Pig’s Foot through Bloomsbury and choreographing a new 

production of Guys and Dolls which is due to hit the West End at the end of the year. In the 

National Dance Awards 2015 Carlos was awarded the De Valois Award for Lifetime 

Achievement. 

 

The culture and history of Carlos' home country have been important influences throughout 

his career and will continue to be as he created the Carlos Acosta International Dance 

Foundation in 2011. The Foundation has been created with the dream of giving young dancers 

the opportunities he benefitted from by providing an education platform, a place where 

choreographers and dancers can come to express talents which might not otherwise be seen 

or heard whilst receiving world class training in an inspiring setting in a Dance Centre in 

Havana, Cuba. The Centre started its life in 1961 with the intention of being a School of Ballet 

as part of a wider Arts Complex but it was never completed and the site has been unoccupied 

for over 50 years. The Foundation has the agreement of the Cuban government to restore the 

building and bring it back to life. Architects Fosters + Partners have proposed a magnificent 

concept for the conversion of the ballet school to what could be a landmark Dance Centre of 

international renown.   

 

 

Marianela Boán 

Choreographer, El Cruce Sobre El Niágara 

Marianela Boán graduated from the National School of Dance in 1971 and in Hispanic 
Literature and Language from Havana University in 1981. For 15 years, she worked for Danza 
Contemporanea de Cuba as a dancer and a choreographer, where she created a number of 
works that toured in more than forty countries.  

In 1988, Boán founded DanzAbierta, and began to mix different theatre styles, while dealing 
with contemporary conflicts in her work. She uses a language that breaks with the limits of 
pure movement, reaching out to other forms of artistic expression such as theatre, visual arts, 
music and song, always demanding from the dancers the full development of all expressive 
channels. She calls her style "polluted dance."  

Though the work with her company follows a specific research line, Boán has proven to be 
very versatile at dealing with the stylistic and technical realities of other companies. She has 
created approximately 50 choreographies for her company and for others, such as Degas for 
the Cuban National Ballet, A Streetcar named Desire for Danza Contemporanea de Cuba, 
and The Tree and the Road for Venezia Balletto. She has also created choreographies for 
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films in Cuba, Canada, and Spain. Marianela Boán and DanzAbierta, have participated in 
numerous international festivals and tours around Latin America, Europe and Asia including 
Saitama in Japan, Grec in Barcelona, Summertheater in Hamburg, LAFPA in London; 
Contemporary Dance and Theatre Festivals in Costa Rica, Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, 
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Martinique, etc.  

Boán has given workshops, courses and master classes in more than ten countries. She has 
written several articles for various Cuban and international publications. Marianela Boán has 
been given awards in Cuba and abroad such as the Choreographic Creation Award given by 
the National Union of Writers and Artists of Cuba. She has also received various Villanueva 
Awards given by the Critics Association. Marianela Boán has shared the stages and worked 
with important international dancers such as Simone Forti, Mark Tompkins, David Zambrano, 
Jennifer Monson, Gabri Christa, Maureen Fleming, Ranjabati Sircar, Hercilia Lopez y Pep 
Ramis and with theatre Directors as Eugenio Barba and Dario Fo & Franca Rames.  
 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 

Choreographer, Mermaid  

 

Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui’s debut as a choreographer was in 1999 with Andrew Wale’s 

contemporary musical Anonymous Society. Since then, he has made more than 30 fully-

fledged choreographic pieces and picked up a slew of prestigious awards. 

 

While Cherkaoui’s initial pieces (Rien de Rien, Foi, Tempus Fugit) were made as a core 

member of the Belgian collective Les Ballets C. de la B., he also made work that both 

expanded and consolidated his artist vision: Ook (2000) with Nienke Reehorst and the 

mentally disabled actors of Theater Stap, D’avant (2002) with Damien Jalet and dancer-

singers of the Sasha Waltz & Guests company and zero degrees (2005) with Akram Khan. 

Between 2006-2009, during his stint as associate artist at Het Toneelhuis in Antwerp, he 

extended his exploration of the equations between self and otherness through Sutra (2008), 

his dialogue with the warrior monks of the Shaolin Temple, Dunas (2009) alongside flamenco 

bailaora, Maria Pagés, and Play (2010) with kutchipudi dancer Shantala Shivalingappa. 

 

In 2010, with the founding of his company Eastman in Antwerp, Cherkaoui began a new phase 

in his trajectory, marked by the multiple-award-winning Babel, co-choreographed with Damien 

Jalet and designed by Antony Gormley. TeZukA (2011) – his homage to Osamu Tezuka, the 

founding father of modern manga – and Puz/zle (2012) followed. Spring 2013 saw the 

premiere of 4D (Eastman), Boléro (co-created with Damien Jalet and Marina Abramovic, for 

the Ballet of the Opera of Paris) and m¡longa (for Sadler’s Wells). 

 

Cherkaoui also received much international acclaim for his choreography in Joe Wright’s 

feature film Anna Karenina (2012). Cherkaoui directed and choreographed Shell Shock 

(2014), an opera for La Monnaie (Brussels) with music by Nicholas Lens and libretto by Nick 

Cave. 

 

In 2008, Sadler’s Wells named him as an Associate Artist, and since 2010 he has been artistic 

director of the Festival Equilibrio in Rome. He has now been appointed as the new artistic 

director of the Royal Ballet Flanders. 

 

Jorge Crecis 

Choreographer, Twelve 
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Jorge holds a degree in Sport Sciences and studied contemporary dance at the Royal 

Conservatory of Madrid. As a professional dancer he worked with different companies 

throughout Europe. 

 

Between 2008 and 2012 he combined his position as a full-time lecturer at London 

Contemporary Dance School (The Place) and guest teacher at institutions such as Beijing 

Dance Academy (China), Conservatorio Superior de Madrid (Spain) and Roger Williams 

University (USA). Jorge also lead professional and company classes regularly for companies 

such as Akram Khan Company, DV8, Punchdrunk, Rambert, etc. 

 

In 2011 Jorge directed the festival Burgos’ Aerowaves Burgos’. 

 

Over the last five years Jorge has been commissioned by companies based in the UK, Europe, 

Russia, and China and also by postgraduate companies such as EDge, Mapdance and Intoto. 

His lifetime artistic ethos is summarized in the mantra: 

Experiences might finish in the blink of an eye; nothing changes in the world but something 

changes in those who undergo the experience. So, in the end, something might have changed 

after all. 

 

Following this motto, in 2012, he funded SQx (somoSQuien eXperience); based upon Jorge’s 

synthesis of sport and dance movement patterns, SQx’s team lead workshops of this cutting-

edge and intense performance training methodology, allowing professionals and youth 

participants to enhance their stage presence and performative skills. SQx’s projects have been 

supported by ACE, British Council, Canada arts council, the Office for Cultural and Scientific 

Affairs of the Embassy of Spain in the United Kingdom and the Spanish Ministry of Culture. 

 

His latest creation for Scottish Dance Theatre has been widely acclaimed by the critic: 

“Profound, powerful and hugely demanding in terms of precision, control and team spirit, the 

dancers are unstinting in executing every task” (Mary Brennan. The Herald) 

“a place of pure empathy” ( Kelly Apter. The Scotsman) 

“expertly crafted and engagingly executed” (Rachel Elderkin. The Skinny) 

“Collective responsibility meets strength” (Lorna Irvine. Across the arts) 

 

He is currently a PhD candidate at Goldsmiths University of London, focusing on 

methodologies for training and replicating higher states of consciousness for dancers in 

performance. Jorge has also applied this research to coach music and film personalities. 

 

In 2014 Jorge initiates the creation of min tala a Pan-Arab dance project that uses 

contemporary dance art as a peacekeeping, personal and professional development tool. 

 

He is a Déda Associate Artist 2015/16 and a Visiting Fellow at the University of Derby. 

 

Goyo Montero 

Choreographer, Imponderable 

 
Born in 1975 in Madrid, Spain. He was educated by Carmen Roche and completed his studies 
in the School of the National Ballet of Cuba. Among others he received the following awards 
as a dancer: Winner of the Prix Lausanne in 1993 and Gold Medal and Grand Prix at the 
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International Ballet Competition of Luxembourg. Critics of Dance Europe Magazine nominated 
him Best Dancer of the season 2003-2004. 
 
Goyo Montero was Principal Dancer at the Deutsche Oper Berlin and soloist at the Oper 
Leipzig, Staatstheater Wiesbaden and the Royal Ballet of Flanders. He has been invited as 
guest soloist with the National Ballet of Mexico, the Perth City Ballet and the Ballet d’Èurope. 
As a choreographer he created pieces for the National Company of Spain, Company Maggio 
Danza, Deutsche Oper Berlin, National Ballet of Cuba, Opera of Kiel, Ankara and Izmir State 
Ballet, Modern Dance Turkey, the Company Gregor Seyffert, Ballet Carmen Roche and the 
Ballet de Teatres de la Generalitat Valenciana, among others. 
 
With his choreographies Goyo Montero took part in different festivals, e.g. the 20th 
International Festival of Ballet La Habana, the 71th Festival Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, 
International Festival of Music and Dance Granada, International Festival of Music and Dance 
“Cuevas de Nerja”, the 12th Worldballet-Festival Japan Expo Aichi 2006, International Expo 
Zaragoza 2008, International Contemporary Festival of Music Madrid, Festival “Madrid en 
Danza” and Festival “Veranos de la Villa”. 
 
 As choreographer he has received among other awards the “Villa de Madrid” in 2006, the 1st 
award of the V Iberoamerican competition of Choreography 2006, the Villanueva award by the 
UNEAC (Union of Writers, Critics and Artists of Cuba) in 2006 and the “Teatro de Madrid” 
award. Goyo Montero’s “Sleeping Beauty” has been awarded “best Italian production of the 
year 2008” by the dance magazine Danza&Danza.  In 2011 Goyo Montero received the 
Premio Nacional de Danza. It is the National Spanish Prize for Dance, awarded by the Spanish 
Ministry of Culture. Goyo Montero is honored for his achievements as dancer as well as for 
his work as director and principal choreographer of the Nuremberg Ballet. 
 
With season 2008/2009 Goyo Montero became Ballet Director and Principal Choreographer 
of the Staatstheater Nürnberg Ballet. For the successful start with his new company Goyo 
Montero has been awarded with the cultural prize of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
of Middle Franconia. 
 
 Goyo Montero created for the company of Staatstheater Nürnberg Ballett the world premiere 
of "Romeo and Juliet", "El sueño de la razón - The Dream of Reason", "Carmen", "Treibhaus", 
“Nutcracker” , “Don Juan” and "Faust". Furthermore he restaged for the Nuremberg Ballet his 
dance pieces "Benditos Malditos - Blessed Damned", "Desde Otello", "Vasos Comunicantes 
- Communicating Vessels" and "Sleeping Beauty". 
 
In 2012 he was a member of the Jury of Prix de Lausanne and in 2013 his choreographies 
became part of the Contemporary Repertoire of this Competition. 
 
Justin Peck 
Choreographer, Belles-Lettres 
 
Justin Peck is a soloist and the Resident Choreographer of New York City Ballet. Mr. Peck 
grew up in San Diego, California, where he studied at California Ballet for two years. In 2003, 
he began training at the School of American Ballet, the official school of New York City Ballet. 
He was named an apprentice in 2006, joined the NYCB corps de ballet in spring 2007, and 
was promoted to soloist in February 2013. 
 
In the fall of 2009, Peck participated in the New York Choreographic Institute, an affiliate of 
NYCB, and in 2011, NYCB Ballet Master in Chief Peter Martins designated Peck to receive 
NYCI’s first year-long choreographic residency. Peck choreographed six works for New York 
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City Ballet in two years—In Creases (2012), Year of the Rabbit (2012), Paz de la Jolla (2013), 
Take-Offs and Landings (NYCB MOVES, 2013), Capricious Maneuvers (2013), and 
Everywhere We Go (2014)—and was named Resident Choreographer, the second in the 
Company’s history, in July 2014. As Resident Choreographer, he has created Belles-Lettres 
(2014), Rodeo: Four Dance Episodes (2015), New Blood (2015), and The Most Incredible 
Thing (2016). 
 
In addition to his choreographic work for NYCB, Peck has also created ballets for a range of 
companies including Miami City Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, L.A. Dance Project, the New 
York Choreographic Institute, the School of American Ballet, the Nantucket Atheneum Dance 
Festival, and New York City Center’s Fall for Dance Festival, with upcoming premieres for San 
Francisco Ballet and Paris Opéra Ballet. 
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